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On a small island off the coast of New England, 
atanda the factory and plant of the Molina Packing 
company, & fish Cannery. As the gathering dusk 
clouka the building in deep blue shadows, two men 
energe from a door labled "Office", They are Peter 
Denham, head salesman for the company, and Russ 
Traynor, production manager. Definitely not friends 
they stride wordlessly down the beach toward a lone 
figure atanding knee deep in the surf, casting for 
fish with a long bamboo rods He is Joer Molina, 
president of the company. As he sees the two men e 
approach, he reels in his line and walks out of 
the surf onto the shore. 

(LOW ROAR OF SURF BEHIND SCENE) 
(SLIGHT IMELIAN) Hallo, Pete, Russ. 
Hello, Mre Molina. 
His 
They tella you ina office I want to see you? 
Yess 
SHPPAS# Suppose you know why, hah? 
Haven't the faintest idea, Joe. 
All the time kid, eh Pete. 
Life's too short to take it serious, Joe. 
I'ma feller what know you right. Gettin old myseif. 
I wouldn't say that, Mr. Molina. 
Maybe you don't say him, but I feel him, Can'ta 
make up my mind, atsa good sign a man is getting old. 
Now T wonder what you can't make up your mind about, Joe? 


Let's stop the sparring, the three of us know what 
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(CONTINUED) This is all about. 

Absa Russ, always directa, to the points. Gooda 
production man for that reasons 

Well he's certainly not subtle. 

Why should I be, we both know Mr. Molina wants to 
retire, and that he's picked one of us to replace 
him as president of the cannery. 

That's not only laying it on the lines That's throwing 
it on the line. | 

But is rights Trouble is I don't know which one 
you botha such gooda mene 

Why thank you Jos. 

Atsa why I come out here to fish in the surf. 
sometime she clear the mind, but this time no. 
Maybe because you haven't caught anything, eh, Joes 
Isa to early for the bass to runs Be ten twelve 
days before they come ine 

1'11 have to remember thate 

Why. You gonna fish to? 

Why note 

I never know you lika surf fishings 

There's a lot of things bout me that you don't know 
gos. 

You good at it, Pete? 

Good enough. 

Better than me? 

L'a take my chances against you. 

Watch out, Pete. Russ is one good man witha bamboo 
rode 


I'm no slouch myself. 


RUSS! 


TOK 3 
PETE 
RUSS: 


JOB? 
PETES 


JOEs 


PETE? 
Jos 


RUSS $ 


FETE? 


MARK: 
CHERRY s 


MARK 3 
CHERRY 8 


MARK 1 


CHERRY 3 


= 373» 


Well in that ease I think we ean settle Mr. Molina's 
problems 

Qh? 

How? 

When the bass start running we'll have a fishing contest. 
The one who wins gets the jobs 

Manne 

Isn't that a pretty s111 way to decide an important 
position like this. 

I don't know, Pete. 

Wat? 

Like I said, ejtherg$ one of you could handle the 
job, you both good man and I can'ta make up my mind, 
Since we cana fish, maybe it's not so erazy to let 
the fish pick the new boas. 

Well, Pete, You said you were pretty good at this 
surf fishing. You willing to take your chances, 

or are you going to back downe 

Back downe Sorry, Riiss, no. A good salesman never 
does. It's a deal. We'll let the fish elect a 
presidente 

BRIDGE, 

(GHUGKLES) Of All the crazy ess a. (CHUCKLES) 

What's so funny in the telegram, Mark. Who's 

it frome 

Pete Denham, Cherry. Remember him? 

Denham? 

The boy who was e lieutenant in my company in the 
army. He was here at Lost Forest a couple of times. 
OH yes, that good looking boy, the fish salesman, 
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That's hime 

àB 1 remember it, he was inclined to stretch the 

truth a little. 

Let's say embellish the facts, an ocoupational disease 
of most salesman. 

Wiat does he want? 

Listen. 
Stop 


(READING) Opened my mouth too wide once again. 
Have both feet and one arm in it now Stop Entire 
career resta on claim I made to be world's greatest 
surf fisherman when in fact I am only world's greatest 
big mouth stop. , 

He's candid about himself. 

If you have ever fished surf help Stop &t least come 
east aná show me which end of line to place hook one. 
Stop Have twelve days to becone expert, with two 

days for travel, that leaves ten days to teach me 

Stop Gang pou do it, please Stop Help Stop Help Stop 
Help Stop. 

Three helps, and a western union prices. He sounds 
desperate. 

Now what sould make surf fishing thet Lmposrtant? 
That's one item he neglected to tell yous . 

1811 bet you it was deliberate. He's a salesman, 

he knows how to stimulate curiosity. 

You going to go, vark? 

A couple of weeks at the seashore, some surf fishing. 
Sounds like a nice reste 

Which we could both use: Yes, Cherry, I think we'll 
go if only to find out why Pete Denham hes suddenly 


MARK: 


- 5 - 


(CONTINUED) become so interested in surf fishing. 


MUSIC. . BRUCE 
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(KNOCK ON DOOR) 
Goma in. 
(DOOR OPENS AND CLOSES) 
(FOOTSTEPS FADE ON) 
(FADE ON) You sent for me, Mr. Traynor. 
Yes, Vince. Sit downs 
(GHAIR SORAFE) 
You've beon running the motor boat between this 
island and the mainland for about three years, 
haven't you Vince. 
That's right, Mr. Traynor. 
Like the job? 
Why, sure. . 
Manage to pick up a little money on the side, don't 
yous 
What do you mean? 
Smugeleinge 
That's 2 lie, if anyone SaySeessse 
fake it easy, Vince. I don't care. 
Huh? 
And don't try to deny it. I'm no fool. I know 
you've been picking up packages from diferent 
tramp steamers lying off shore. 
Listen, Mr. Traynor, I'LL tell y0Us... 
Don't bother. I said I don't cares In fact 1°11 
do you the favor of forgetting it right now, 


4f you'll do me a favore 
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Oh? What. 

Youfre picking up a men on the mainland this 

afternoon, a Mr. Mark Trail, 

That's right. A friend of Mr. Denhars. 

Well let's say no friend of Mr. Denehms is a friend 
of mine. 

867? 

You're docking at the concrete quay? 

I always do. 

Well if en accident should happen, if this Mr. Trail 
should fall between the boat and the quay, I wouldn't 

be unhappy. 

A men could get killed, the bost sould orush him 

against the quaye 

Gould it? 

You want him Kisasse 

I want an accident, Vinee, that's all. 

Okay, Mr. Traynor, you'll get one. A fetal acoldent 
to Mr, Mark Trail. 

BUE 

Well it looks likt sht rest that Mark end Cherry are 
looking forward to is going te turn into a riot 

of action instead. We'll leanr what happens in a 

moment, but first...» . (COMMERCIAL) 
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where the cannery Pete works for is located. 
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Now back to Mark Trail. Mark and Cherry in response 
to a wire from a friend of theirs, Fete Denham, are 
on their way to the island of the coast of New England 
They 
both look forward to a rest, and Mark is anticipating 
a couple of weeks of Surf fishing with Fete, whom 
he has agreed to instruct in the sport. As they 
near the concrete quay in the mokRopboat piloted by 
Vince Carter, they see Pete Denham waiting for them 
(MOTORBOAT ENGINE) 
(LAPPING OF WAVES AGAINST BOAT) 
There's Pete now, Cherry. : 
Looks as chipper as ever. 
(OFF) Hello, Mark. 
(UP) Hi, Pete. 


Cherry. 


(OFF) Good to see yous 
(SLIGHTLY OFF) Mr. Trail. 


Yes? 


Will you toss that bow rope to Mr. Denham 80 that 
we can tie upe 
Whenever you say⸗ 
(MOTORBOAT ENGINE IDLES) 
(HOLD) 
Okay, Nr. Trail. 
Here, Petee Gatch. 
(OFF ROPE DROPS TO QUAY) 
Got it, Mark. 
What about the stern ropes 
1'11 toss that on the quay. 
Okay. Come on, Cherry. Think you can make it. 
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I've done it before, Mark. 
Hold my hand for balance. 
(FADING ON) Here Cherry give me your other hand. 
Right. 

(JUMP To CONCRETE QUAY) 
There. I'm alway afraid the boat will drift away 
from the dock and I'11 be doing an involuntary 
splite 
1'11 get you a date in vaudiville if you do, Cherry. 
Come on Mark, give me your hande 
(SLIGHTLY OFF) Don't bother, Pete. 
it all righte 
Well, Pete, whatercece 

(MOTORBOAT ENGINE SUDDENLY STARTS) 


Ig can make 


Mark, Look out the boats moving away from the dock, 


Jump, Mark. You'll be crushed between the boat and 
the dock. 
(Misuadll OPP) 1 can't. I'm off balance. 
vark, PEET EA 

(PLUNGE IN WATER) 
He dove ine 
the dock. 


VINCE THE boateeekeep it away from 


(SUDDEN SURGE OF MOTORBOAT POWER) 
Away from the dook. 
(@RIBING RASP OF BOAT AGAINST QUAY) 


No, away! 


Oh, no. 

Vince, I Saidesce 

(OFF) I oan't move it away. 
it in, 


The bow rope's holding 


Then cut your motor. She811 drift out. 
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(OFF) Right. 
(MOTORBOAT ENGINS IDLES) 
GOme on, Fete. It's drifting away from the dock, 
Mark might have got in between the pilings. 
He couldn't. It's a solid wall of concrete, 
There's no sign of hime 
Oh, Noe 1*11 never forgive myself ifsees 
(FADING ON) Mr. Denham, I don't know how itesess 
(WAY OFF) Hallol. 
Marko 
Whore Ifesso 
(WAY OFF) Halle! 
On the other side of the boat. Cone one 
(FOOTSTEPS ACROSS DEOK) 
Marki Mark! 
A rope, Vince. 
Right, Mr. Denham. Here. 
(ROPE FALLS IN WATER OFF) 
Grab the rope, Mark. We'll pull you up. 
(OFF) Okay, 1 got it. Haul away. I never did enjoy 
Swimming with my clothes on. 
 BRLDGE., 
Mp. Trail, I don't.... 
Forget it. Accidents happen. 
You might have been killed. 
If wasn't. 
Mow did youtleccas 
Well when the boat and the dock started to part 
company i figured the best thing for me to do 
would be to dive and try and get under the boats 





MARK: (CONTINUED) Keel. go I dived and I dide 
PETES Thank heaven for that. 
MARK: Had to go down pretty fare That's a big boat for 


a one man operation. It draws a lot of water. 

VINCE + I know, Mr. Trail, if you'd beenecesyou see what 
happend was I stumbled against the throttle and... 

MARKS And it's water under the bridge. Which reminds 
me 1'ye got a lot of water in my clothes so how 
about getiing me someplace where I ean change 
Pete, and then you can tell us all about this 
beg surfishing erisis of yourse 

UWI . BRIDGE 

VINGE! 1 tried, Mr. Traynor. 

RUSS: So I gathered from what I've heard. 

VINGE; But that man Trail, thinks quick and acts fast. 
1 was lucky I could cover it as an accidente 

RUSS + You sure you did. 

VINCE+ Yes, but I wouldn't wnat to try anything else. 


That would be sure to make them suspicious of 


Mes 

RUSS $ All right, Vinee. Just keep an eye on rail na 
Denham. 

VINGEs Way ? 

RUSS 3 Trail's supposed to instruet him in the sport of 


surffishinge I want to know how Denham progresses. 
VINGE: So it's true. 
RUSS + Wat 18? 
VINCE + fhe rumour around the eannery that you and Denham 


are having a contest and the winner becomes president. 


su- 


RUSS: That's right, Vince. And I could be mighty grateful 
to a man who helped me win. 

VINCE: You name it, Mr. Traynor, and I'LL do ite 

RUSS 3 Good voy, Vinee. Just keep watching them Vince. 
I've got an idea of my own I'm going to try. If 
it doesn't work, then 1'%1 have somhing else for 
you to do, and this time it won't fail. 

HUIS! _ BRIDGE, 

MARK 3 (DIP IN) You really did open your mouth, didn't 
you Pete. 

PETE: I sure did, Mark. 

GHERRYs: Way don't you try some adhesive tape across your 
lips. 

PETES That's a wonderful suggestion Cherry, only late. 

MARK + Well, let's see what we can do. Just what do 
you know about surf fishing, Fete. 

PETES Nothing. 

MARK? At least we start from scratch. 

GHERKY: You know you use a pole and line? 

PETES I gathered that much. Always seemed kind of silly 
to me when You can get so many more fish with 
a net. 

MARK + Pete, the idea is not the fish you get, but the 
thrill you get out of fishing. 

PETE: Well I ready to be thrilled, just teach me. 

CHERRY: First you'll need some surf fishing equipment, 
won't you, Mark? 

MARK 3 Definitely., I bought som@ecae 

PETE? Don't bother. I went to a sport store on the 
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PETE: (CONTINUED) mainland and ordered three of everything 
anyone needs for the sport. It all down in a sheck 
on the beach. 

MARK: Then let's go. The sooner we start the better 
chance you have of winning this silly contest. 

MUBICN. n BRIGE, 

(DOOR OPENS AND CLOSES) 

JOE; Ah, come ina, Russ, Come ine 

RUSO: Thank you Mr. Molina, 

JOE? NOWeeesYOU say you want to see me. What's sho 
about. 

RUSS 5 This is a little bit difficult to talk about. 

JOE: Oh? 

RUSS: This surffishing business. 

JOR s You don't like him. 

RUSS 3 It's not that. It's just that it's not fair to 
Fete Denham. 

JOR ; So? 

RUSS 3 Well, Pete actually lied, I mean more or less 
exagerrated. You see he'snever really done any 
fishinge 

JOE: You theenk I don't know this, Russ, 

RUSS: You do. 

JOR: Of course, I know Pete's weaknesses as well as 
hiss strenght. He stretoha the truth some time 
tella the tall story. 

RUSS: Well them, Mr. Molina I should think you'd»... 

JOR: But when he getsa caught, he don't try to back 


down. That's what I like about him. He do 
his best to learn how to lives up to what he 
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Jon: (GONTINUED) say ne cana dos 

RUBS 3 I seo Mr. Molina. 

SOE: And Russ, I tella you onef thing I don't like. 
RUSS 3 Yes. 

JOE: Thatsa for fellow to carry tales. 

RUSS $ Mr. Molina, I was just think about Pete andeces 
JOBS Sure, SUS. but ho'sa no oryes..and you gota the 


big advantage over hime You fish lotta times. So 
letsa forget this talk, Russ. Pete's a willing 
to take his chanceses--you take youre 

BUSIE b . Bridge. 

| (ROAR OF SURF) 

MARK $ Come on, Pete. Get a better hold of that bamboo 
rod, balance it right. 


PETEE It's so doggone long. Nearly ten feet, I'll bet 
youe 
MARK 3 We'll get one longer if we have to. Hold it so 


it doesn't get topheavy on yous That's the weye 


KUSIS . UP_AND_DQWN 

FETE? How am I doing, Marke 

MARK: You're handling the pole all right. Now try a 
cate 

PETE: All right. There. 

MARK + No, no Peto. You've got to handle the rod like 


a Wip. The idea in surf casting is to get 
distance. Get your hook out beyond the breakers. 
Like this. 
(WHISTLE OF OORD THROUGH AIR) 
MuUBIC # . STING 
(ROAR OF SURF) 


MATE $ That's the idea, Petes Wade in as far as you 
cane 

PETE: These breakers could batter a man to pieces. 

MARK + Net if you're set for theme And remenber every 


foot you walk out give you that much more distance. 
PETE: Okay, MarkesceL'Lleses 
MARK Watch it, Pete. 
(ROAR OF A BIG BREAKER) 
FETE: (SPLUT ERING) Whoofe..<OWeesethat caught me when 
I wasn't looking. 
MARK 4 You've always got to be looking. Now try another 
caste 
(WHSSTLE OF CORD THROUGH ARB) 
MARK: That's the way, Pete. You're getting the ides. 
MUSIQ i .. BREDO., 
(ROAR OF SURF) 
CHERRY: Over this way both of you. I've got some 
coffee and hot dogs on the fire. 
MARK 4 (FADE ON) Wonderful, Gherrye 
PETER They'll hit the spote 


MARK + Nothing like sea air to give you an appetites. 
PETE: How am I doing, Cherry. 

CHERRY: You look good to mes 

FETE! Mark? 

MARK? Well I won't say you're the greatest surf 


fisherman in the worldeses 


PETES De.» 
MARK: But with luck you'll more than hold your owne 
PETE: LubBk I got. 


MARK + Good. That's the onething every fisherman needs 
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(CONTINUED) that no one can give him. 

I've got a chance. 

You bet you have. You come out here tomorrow 
for antliher session with the rod and line snd 
you'll have an even chance with any man. 
Including you? 

Including mes Now let's wrap ourselves around 
those hot dogs. 

BRIDGE, 

He's becone that good, eh Vince. 

You want my honest opinion, Mr. Traynor? 

Give out. 

You hold that contest, and it's just a matter 
of luek., Whoever the fish run to to bite will 
be the winner, because Mr. Denhem won't lose any 
time in rebaiting, gasting, or getting bowled 
over by the surf. 

Luck, ohe 

That'# the size of it. Pretty big job riding on 
the way a fish bites. 

To bige 

What oan you doe 

1 don't have to leave it up to luck. 

Nu? 

Nos When Benham leaves HIPELRAB the plant to 
meet Trail and the girl on the beach he takes 
the short cut around the cliff by the sea. 
That's right. 

Gould be a dangerous way to £0e 
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Not particularly. I use it myself, It's a narrow 
path but solid. 

If a man was to fall off it, a man who wasn't a 
good MHIMARRARE swimmer, he'd be ån a bad spot. 
The current, the undefhow is strong at that point. 
That's right. 

Well? 

Look, Mr. Traynor, pushing a Quyeseces 

Who said anything about pushing? 

You didn't? 

I was thinkgin about digging. 

Digging? 

Suppose someone was to go out bo that path 
tonight with a spade, a small pioks.. «dig a hole 
on the side of it, and then cover that hole with 
some branches and dirt. If a man came along 

and stepped on that, he'd probably slide right 
into the ses. 

Yeah, he would. 

Think Denham might do that? 

i think he might, if it was worth my while. 

It will be worth your while, Vince. In cash 

as well as being top dog under mee What do 

you say. 

I guess I'l] take a nap. 

Wat? 

Yeah, cause I'm going to be up late tonightesr. 
digging. 


BUSTOS, e BRIDGE, 


CHERRY: Mark, you really think Pete's got e chance. 

MARK $ I do Gherry. You've seen his progress in handling 
a rod and line yourself, 

CHERRY: He certainly learns fast enough» 

MARKS That's one thing about, Pete, angone calls his 
bluff he does his best to make sure it's not a 
bluff. 

CGHBRRY: Look, he's comeing around one #nowa 

MARK: Oh, yeah the edge of that cliff. 

PETES (WAY OFF) Break out the equioment, Mark. Here 
come's old Isaac Walttn himself, 

CHERRY3 Nothing ever fazes him. 

MARK $ (UP) It's already for you Isats» 

PETES (OFF )Be there ineccssecees 

(SLIDING OF ROGKS OFF) 

CHERRY: Mark, Lookeees. 

PETE: (OFF) Help! 

MARK} The path,it eaved in! 

(OFF PLUNGE iN WATER) 

CHERRY Mark, that currenteses 

MARK 3 And Pete cen't swim worth a hoot. 

GHERRY: Look, he's thrashing around. dome on. 

MARK! It's too far, Cherry. We'll never reach him 
in time, 

CHERRY 8 We can't let him drown, Merk. Wa can't. 

MUSIC! _ BRIDGE. 

NARR 3 Pete Denham, a poor swimmer caught in the strong 
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(ROAR OF SURF) 


- ocean currents off New England. What will Mark 


NARRE 


NARR! 


CHERRY 8 
MARK $ 


CHERRY 3 
PETES 


(CONTINUED) do? We'll learn in a moment when we 
return to Mark Trail, but first.e.... (GOMMEROLAL) 


Now back to Mark frail. Mark Has been teaching 
fete Denhan, an old friend of his, the sport of 
surf fishing. AS Pebe walked along a narrow path 
beside a cliff overlooking the ocean, the path 
caved in and fete, a poor swimmer, plunged into 
the sea, Mark and Cherry standing on the beach 
sos this, but they seem powerless to help him 
as the distance is too far for Mark to swim before 
Pete goes down, and the path along the cliff 
is to high and to narrow to permit for any 
rescue action. 

(ROAR OF SURI) 
Métrk, we can't just watch him drown. 
We're not going to. Hand me that surf fishing 
rod. 
Whatececes 
(WAY OFF) Help +. «Help»... 


MARK 3 


CHERRY s 
MARK 3 
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MARK 3 
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HURIG i ne 
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CHERRY + 
MARK 1 
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I'm going to caste If the line reaches him 
he can wind it around himself, and we can 
reel him in slowly£4 
Do you think you can, Mark. 
abost fifty yards. 
I'm going to try. 


It's a long cast. 


You shout to him what to do 
while 1 get set for the cast. 


(OFF) Help, Mark. Cherrye.e. 

(UP) Pete, Mark's going to east. Try and grab 
the line. Wind it around yourself. Do you 
hear. 


(OFF) YeGhessbubessshUrry..e.shUrrys 
Here! goes, Cherry. 
(WHITSTLE OF CHORD THROUGH AIR) 
He's grabbed it. He's winding 
Reel him in, Mark, Reel him 


Perfect, Mark. 
it around himself, 
ins 
STING _ 

(ROAR OF SURF) 
Got your breath back yet. 
dust about. 
Ugliest speciman of sea food I ever landed. 
I thought for sure I was food for the sea, 
What happened, Pete. 
I don't knows 
long tme. It just suddenly gave way under me. 
dust all of a sudden. I wonder why. 
So do Issand I thhik we ought to take a look 


and see if we can find the answer. 


I've been using that path for a 


HUBLI ie .. BRIDGE, 


PETE: Dug out? 

MARK 3 No question of it. Look. You Gan see the spade 
and pick marks. 

PETS? But who, why. 

MARK: I'd guess, your compétitor in this contesta 

FETE: Traynor? 

MARK 3 Well, who els@eesss 

CHERRY; Mark, Look what I've found. 

MARK: A knife. 

PETES That's a fish scal@ing knife. 

MARK: Look here on the handle VeesLessNeose 

PETES Vince. 


CHERRY; The man in the motorboat. 
FETE? Vince, why should h@eee. 
MARK: I don't know, Petese..but I've got a hunch that 
that accident to ne at the dock was no more of an 
accident than this fall of yours. Cime on. Let's 
ask Mr. Vince some questions and show him this knife. 
MUSIG3, . BRIDGE. 
(DOOR OPENS AND CLOSES ) 


RUSS + WhoeessOh, Mr. Molina. 

JOB 4 Absa all right, Russe. Sit down, sit down. 

RUSS + Of course, Mr. Molina. What did you wante — 

JOR: I been a thinking about what you say. Abouta no 
havea the conteste 

RUSS + Well I'm glad, Mr. Molina. 

JOBE I thinka maybe itsa silly to leave a big job 


like this up to lucke 
RUSS + That's the way, I felt to. 


JOR 4 
RUSS 3 
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JOB: 
RUSS: 
MARK? 
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PETES 
RUSS: 
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MARK + 
JOB: 
PETES 
JOE $ 


PETE: 
MARK + 
JOE + 

PETES 


— - 


I know, atsa waht Vince say. 
Vince? 
YOR... APAAPA RAA 
(OPEN DOOR) 
Come on ina, Mr. Trail, Pete. 
What's the meaning of this. 
It means, Mr. Traynor, that we convinveed Vinee it 
wouldn't be smart to face a charge of attempted 
murder by háhself. 
Abtempetederccerce 
(SUDDEN FOOTSTEPS) 
Look out, Mark. 
Let me out of here! 
Ch not 
Wateh it, Mark. I'11 get him. 
(SCUFFLE) 
You von tec... 
(800K ON JAW) 
(BODY FALL) 
Nice punch, Pete. 
Hesa out gold. 
i never knew I could do it. 
Well this settle who's going to be president of 
the company when old Joe go. 
Oh, NO. 
What's the matter? 
You ka wanta the job. 
Sure, but I was just thinking of all the work 1 
put in learning how to surf fish and now I don't 
need it. 


JOBS 


MARK: 


FETE: 
MARK 3 
PETE: 
MARK 3 


You need him all right. Part of your job isa 
gonna be to keep Joe Molina happy, and I like 

a partneb when I go fish. 

And when it comes to selling, Pete, think of the 

pride you'll take in selling a fish that you 

personally caughte 

Suppose I gateh one like you did, me. 

You mean a large motith bass? 

i asked for that. 

Throw him back in the ocean, because from emperiance 
I gan tell you you'll never know what kind of 

troubhe a big mouth fish will get you into. 


NUBIA i . GUBTALY 


